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Miami Lawyer Who Helped Write Hazing
Law Sues in Florida State Student’s Death
by Samantha Joseph
Veteran trial lawyer David
Bianchi participated in drafting
Florida legislation to criminalize
hazing — strenuous and often
humiliating initiation rituals.
As prosecutors use that law
to bring charges against fraternity members allegedly linked to
the Nov. 3 death of Florida State
University

fraternity

pledge

Andrew Coffey, Bianchi is gearing up for a civil lawsuit by
Coffey’s parents.
“All of this is coming together
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Stewart Tilghman Fox Bianchi & Cain attorneys Michael Levine and David W. Bianchi filed
the lawsuit on behalf of the parents of Andrew Coffey, who died of alcohol poisoning at an
off-campus fraternity party.
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“There is tremendous pressure put on these pledges
to drink the entire contents
of whatever they’r’e given,”
Bianchi said, invoking Dekker’s
comment. “As a result, Andrew
Coffey drank the entire bottle.”
The autopsy report showed
Coffey’s blood-alcohol level was
about seven times the legal limit
for driving in Florida.
No attorney had entered an
appearance for the defendants
in the civil suit, and Pi Kappa
Phi spokesman Todd Shelton
declined to comment on the
pending litigation.
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